
Parables are the short stories about
everyday events that Jesus uses to help us
discover the hidden meanings as we grow in
our faith.
  
Some would say there is only one meaning.
However, the nature of parables is such that
as we ponder them, we find more layers.

Great artists use layers and layers of
different coloured paints to create a
beautiful image that touches our soul - each
in a different way.

The deeper we dig to into these stories, the
more they reveal to us different ways of
understanding who God is and how much He
loves us. 

Years ago, I read the book, The Prodigal Son.
The first time, I heard the message that God
really was a forgiving God. The second time,
the message was that I judged people
quickly and needed to stop that. The third
time, I understood that I was to be like the
Father in reaching out with love and
forgiveness in every situation.

What are Parables?
We know the story of the Good Samaritan in
defining who is our neighbour. Recently, I
came upon a deeper interpretation. Jesus
was describing himself. He’s not put off by our
situation. He tends to our injuries, our
mistakes. He brings us to refuge in Him, and
He provides for our future needs. Wow!

When we understand this great love for us, we
can better allow Jesus to see our wounds and
heal us. 

There are deep truths in the parables waiting
to be discovered. Spend time with:

The Parable of The Lost Sheep
The Woman at the well
The Labourers in the Vineyard

There are so many to choose from. It’s worth
the effort to really ponder them one by one.
It’s exciting to find a new meaning in a Bible
passage we’ve read many times. 

When I reflect on them, I find myself saying:
Thank you God for all the ways you help me
persist in humble, trusting faith. 

https://www.amazon.ca/Return-Prodigal-Son-J/dp/0385473079/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CAE9ZTWYHXWI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.sf7MeBsm8fVUIR4mcaeoGu3R1N2K6Re0NSyKfpwUC1iz2hBgdExW2z4JwBcqPIHP5PGDkZHYR8Bcv_jmBsATlpwTP69KdbxKjWhiam6teN_ekqY8_by2QzBfHjdazhydRsTIUwebn5NA-wBIT62dDTyOda0riuG5M8JQfog0cfgt2Hwf3SPifHDM4gDBzd0j3ZqnumknkRWDvu_bdg_v7RO05y0mGwwVZvnouAk5vEXygWRAIpKAe2EqUbpDbwgZooT8cjpa3KjfPKfG5Wgzwm_A4IJfhL05SZZv7v48sto.JpQQNzNdXWqhJhhqhajNSXTR0CJsvluFc2R_nDZDJVk&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Prodigal+Son&qid=1763752223&sprefix=the+prodigal+son%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1


The Labourers in the Vineyard
Matthew 20:1–16

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard."

The Woman at the Well
John 4:4-42

A Samaritan woman came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink."

"The nature of parables is
such that as we ponder

them, we find more
layers."

The Water of Life Discourse between Jesus and the
Samaritan Woman at the Well by Angelika
Kauffmann, 17th–18th century

The Lost Sheep
Matthew 18:12–14 
Luke 15:3–7

“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep
and losing one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it?" 

Painting of the parable by Rembrandt, showing the
workers being paid that evening (1637)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020%3A1%E2%80%9316&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204%3A4-42&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018%3A12%E2%80%9314%20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015%3A3%E2%80%937&version=NRSVCE

